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Christening Time ð Welcome to the world  CAM502 
9th February, 2016 

 

Well it has been an incredible journey. But we are delighted to say that our little pet project of 8 years was recently completed last December, just in time for 

Christmas! 

 



Last November, the Assets Standards Authority within Transport NSW Department granted permission for CAM502 to operate on the rail network for the 

purpose of trials. Locomotive 42101 was utilised for the first trial journey along with the support of two of our other carriages. The test journey occurred 

on Tuesday 24th November 2015 from Eveleigh to Waterfall and return. 

 

 
 

Only a few minor bugs were found but otherwise it performed satisfactorily to our travelling maintenance team and passed successfully. This would be the 

green light for the carriage to start operating on mainline tours. 

 

Up next, on Sunday 13th December, 2015 we had our annual Christmas volunteers party to Robertson on the Cockatoo Run tourist train. On this day we got to 

show case the car to our fellow volunteers, colleagues, family and friends, as well as to our friends at the Robertson Heritage Railway Station. This would 

prove to be a very joyous day for everyone involved, not only within the restoration team, but also for every volunteer, past and present who contributed to 

this fantastic project. 

 

http://www.robertsonrailway.com.au/
https://eveleighprojects.wordpress.com/2016/02/09/christening-time-welcome-to-the-world-cam502/dsc00577/
https://eveleighprojects.wordpress.com/2016/02/09/christening-time-welcome-to-the-world-cam502/dsc00573/


 
 

{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƴΣ άǘƘŜ /!aέ ƭƻǳƴƎŜ ŎŀǊ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳŀƛƴƭƛƴŜ ǘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊǘers. One successful event soon after our Christmas party trip was on Thursday, 

17th December 2015. The car being utilised within the consist for the new Hawkesbury River Express to Brooklyn, just north of Sydney. 

 

Special guests were invited, included the Mayor of Hornsby Shire Hon. Mr. Steve Russell, as well as the family of one of our late founding directors, Mr Ken 

Butt. 

 

Special mention must be made to the Butt family for their contributions to this restoration project. As a tribute to the late Mr. Butt, the carriage has been 

named after him as the Ken Butt lounge. 

 

 
 

https://eveleighprojects.wordpress.com/2016/02/09/christening-time-welcome-to-the-world-cam502/hawkesbury-river-express2/
https://eveleighprojects.wordpress.com/2016/02/09/christening-time-welcome-to-the-world-cam502/hawkesbury-river-express1/
https://eveleighprojects.wordpress.com/2016/02/09/christening-time-welcome-to-the-world-cam502/cam502-interior2/
https://eveleighprojects.wordpress.com/2016/02/09/christening-time-welcome-to-the-world-cam502/cam502-interior1/


So there you have it. One complete 1920s vintage lounge car, ready for service in the 21st Century. 

 

But keep watching this space, as we may have a few more tricks up our sleeves... Thanks for reading! 

 

 
 

Photo credits: Jane Bennett, Ian Wallace, Thomas Durber, Fred Sawyer 

 

 

 

From TAM to CAM 
26th  September, 2015 

 

TAM sleeping cars must be one of the most recognised carriage types used by the NSWGR but there is a lot more to them than most perhaps appreciate. 

Eveleigh, Meadowbank and Ritchie Bros all made this type of TAM, and each manufacturer had their own little nuances in the finer details. 

 

All TAMs had berth number boards outside of each compartment, whereas our old Ritchie Bros TAM has illuminated berth numbers: 

 



 

 

Some TAMs, had elaborate curved cedar panels on the bunks, where as our TAM has flat finish panels: 

 

 
 

Aƭƭ ǘƘŜ ¢!aΩǎ ƘŀŘ berth lights, although there were several different light fitting castings and the location of the switches varied from builder to builder: 

https://eveleighprojects.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/camtam-pic01.jpg
https://eveleighprojects.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/camtam-pic02.jpg
https://eveleighprojects.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/camtam-pic03.jpg
https://eveleighprojects.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/camtam-pic04.jpg


 

Our old girl, L516, was originally constructed by Ritchie Bros and classified as TAM502. It was released to the NSWGR for traffic in the July-August intake of 

1937. When new, TAM502 had 10 compartments and could sleep 20 berths: 

 

When it became a works car, it was re-classified to L516, where the L denotes that its a works vehicle and 516 was just simply a number allocated to it. In this 

part of its life, berths 1-10 were stripped out and that area was made into an amenities and workspace for the crew: 

https://eveleighprojects.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/camtam-pic05.jpg
https://eveleighprojects.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/camtam-pic06.jpg
https://eveleighprojects.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/camtam-pic07.jpg


 

²ŜΩǾŜ ƻǇǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻǳƴƎŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŀƳŜƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜŀΥ 

 

Carriage classification is a passionate topic for some and so it is important that we are sympathetic to the heritage of the ŎŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀ 

¢!aΣ ƴƻǊ ŀƴ ά[έ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŎŀǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘŜ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǳƴƎŜ ŎŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ b{²Dw ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘŜ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŎŀǊǎ Ƴŀnufactured and used in 

service. Coded CAM, these cars combined sitting areas and sleeping areas in a couple of different configurations. Our old TAM has been re-classified to 

CAM502, and ƛǘΩǎ nice to see that some of the CAM traits have been incorporated into the car including the traditional saloon seating against the wall in the 

lounge. 

 

https://eveleighprojects.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/camtam-pic08.jpg
https://eveleighprojects.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/camtam-pic09.jpg

